
Malcolm Kenyatta is Pennsylvania State Representative for the 181st Legislative District, 
Philadelphia County, on November 6, 2018. He is a product of Philadelphia public schools and a 
2012 graduate of Temple University. 

His legislative priorities include raising wages to overcome systemic poverty, improving the 
educational system across the Commonwealth and improving access to quality healthcare for 
families. As the first openly LGBT person of color elected to the PA General Assembly, he is deeply 
committed to creating an equitable and inclusive society. Rep. Kenyatta believes that maintaining a 
healthy democracy requires the involvement of every citizen. 

Rep. Kenyatta, 28, is a third-generation North Philadelphian and was born to the late Kelly and 
Malcolm J. Kenyatta. He was raised alongside three siblings, and is the grandson of Muhammad 
Kenyatta, a noted civil rights leader, minister, Harvard graduate and political candidate. 

Rep. Kenyatta got his start in community activism when he ran for junior block captain at age 11. 
Since then, he has dutifully served as a member of numerous nonprofit and political organizations 
including Liberty City Democratic Club, Smith Memorial Playground and Playhouse, the Philadelphia 
Chapter of National Organization for Women’s Education Fund, and Equality PA.  

He led the Diversity & Inclusion Initiatives for the Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia 
and worked in Graduate Medical Education at Hahnemann Hospital and food service for a number of 
years.  

In 2016, he was elected as Delegate to the Democratic Convention (PA 2nd), garnering the second 
highest vote total of any delegate in the Commonwealth. He has also appeared on local and national 
media outlets to discuss systemic poverty, affordable education and childcare, and how to make 
government more accountable to citizens. 

Rep. Kenyatta is Vice-Chairman of the Philadelphia Delegation and serves on the Commerce, Liquor 
Control, State Government and Tourism & Recreation Committees. 

 


